Introduction
The marine habitat has been colonized by species belonging to different mammalian orders, Cetacea (whales, dolphins and porpoises), Carnivora (true seals, sea lions, fur seals, walruses, sea otters, marine otters and polar bears) and Sirenia (manatees and dugongs) (e.g. Bastida & Rodríguez, 2009; Perrin et al. 2009 ). The more than 80 living species currently recognized in the order Cetacea are classified into two suborders, Mysticeti (baleen whales) and Odontoceti (toothed whales). The Mysticeti include four families, one of which -Balaenopteridae -comprises the largest animal ever to live, the blue whale, up to more than 33 m in length and nearly 150,000 kg (e.g. Nowak, 1999; Wilson & Mittermeier, 2014; Marx et al. 2016) . The Odontoceti comprise ten families characterized by homodont dentition, and include small to medium-sized cetaceans (with the exception of the sperm whale males that can reach lengths of at least 18 m) (Jefferson et al. 2008) .
Marine Carnivora are grouped into five families -traditionally divided into pinnipeds (Otariidae, Phocidae & Odobenidae) and fissipeds (Ursidae, Mustelidae) -although these names are currently under discussion due to major changes in the classification of the order (Bastida & Rodríguez, 2009 ). Finally, there are four living species of sirenians, and a fifth species that became extinct by overhunting in the 18 th century (Jefferson et al. 2008) .
Since the Museo de La Plata opened its doors to the public in 1888, several Cetacea specimens were incorporated into the Mammalogical collection and studied during the early phase of the museum. Francisco P. Moreno, its founder and first Director, described Lagenorhynchus floweri (junior synonym of Cephalorhynchus commersonii, Delphinidae) in 1892 based on a specimen collected in 1884 and deposited in this collection. Later, Moreno (1895) described three complete skeletons of Hyperoodon (Ziphiidae), now exhibited at the Museum halls. Another valuable specimen housed in this collection was studied by Fernando Lahille, who described a complete skeleton of "Balaenoptera miramaris" Lahille, 1898 (junior synonym of B. musculus, Balaenopteridae); the skull of this specimen is exhibited at the Museum and is part of this collection. The Mammalogical collection also holds one specimen of the recently extinct Monachus tropicalis Gray, 1850 (Otariidae). These specimens are part of the original core on which this Mammalogical collection was based.
This catalogue is an updated version of the unpublished contribution by Bastida et al. (1997) . In the present work, we list all the specimens housed in this collection (including those exhibited in the Museum halls) and provide all information available for each specimen.
Materials and methods
The catalogue is organized following the systematics proposed by Mead & Brownell (2005) , Shoshani (2005) , and Wozencraft (2005) . Given that the marine mammal taxonomy is somewhat debated, here we consider Cetartiodactyla as a Superorder and maintain the classical taxonomy for lower categories, i.e. order Cetacea and suborders Mysticeti and Odontoceti (e.g. Milinkovitch et al. 1993 Milinkovitch et al. , 1998 Montgelard et al. 1997; Shimamura et al. 1997 Shimamura et al. , 1999 Shedlock et al. 2000; Price et al. 2005; Agnarsson & May-Collado, 2008; Vislobokova, 2013) . Catalogue information is detailed as follows: catalogue number, material type (location in the Halls, if exhibited), locality information and any other data associated to the specimen. Information about sex of the specimen was added, if it was possible to determine from the respective skull morphology. The age of some specimens of Otaria flavescens, Arctocephalus australis, Hydrurga leptonyx, Leptonychotes weddellii, Lobodon carcinophaga and Mirounga leonina was assessed following the technique summarized in Loza (2016) and Loza et al. (2016) . The holotypes are denoted both in bold and with an asterisk. Locality 59 information is exactly as that recorded in the registry books. Photographs of some specimens are included. (Figs. 1, 2A) . Locality unknown. MLP 1207, complete skeleton of a juvenile specimen and reconstruction in plaster, exhibit in a showcase of XVII Hall (Fig. 1) . Álvarez Jonte, Punta Indio, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Lesson, 1828 (Sei Whale) -MLP 1112, complete skeleton exhibited in XVI Hall (Figs. 1, 2B ). Atlantic Ocean, Mar del Plata, General Pueyrredón, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina.
Results

The
Balaenoptera borealis
-MLP 1114, complete skeleton exhibited in XV Hall (Fig. 1) . Atlantic Ocean, Tres Arroyos, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Donated by Ruiz I.
Balaenoptera physalus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Fin Whale) -MLP 1109, complete skeleton exhibited in XVI Hall (Fig. 1) . La Plata river, San Fernando, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Total length 22.5 m. (Moreno, 1895) .
-MLP 1113, complete skeleton exhibited in XV Hall (Figs. 1, 2C ). La Plata river, Quilmes, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Comments: The species name of the bottlenose dolphin from the south-western Atlantic Ocean is controversial. Some authors consider that the valid species name is Tursiops gephyreus Lahille, 1908 . In this catalogue, we maintain the use of Tursiops truncatus until this is clarified. Furthermore, only three of the twelve specimens have locality data, and no morphological differences were observed among them.
-Family Monodontidae Gray, 1821 (Beluga, Narwhal) Delphinapterus leucas (Pallas, 1776) (Beluga, White Whale) -MLP 1482, skull and mandible (Fig. 12) . North Atlantic Ocean. -MLP 1484, skull and mandible. North Atlantic Ocean. -Family Phocoenidae Gray, 1825 (Porpoise) Phocoena dioptrica Lahille, 1912 (Spectacled Porpoise) -MLP 1200, complete skeleton exhibited in XVII Hall. La Plata river, Ensenada, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina.
-MLP 1201, complete skeleton exhibited in XVII Hall. La Plata river, Río Santiago, Ensenada, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina.
-MLP 1202, complete skeleton exhibited in XVII Hall. La Plata river, Río Santiago, Ensenada, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina.
-MLP 1481, skull and mandible (Fig. 13) . Locality unknown. -MLP 1200, complete skeleton exhibited in XVII Hall (Fig. 1) . Locality unknown. (Figs. 1, 17) . It corresponds to complete skeleton number 3 of Moreno (1895: plates I, II). Atlantic Ocean, beach near to mouth of Arroyo Sauce Grande, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Adult (Moreno, 1895) .
-MLP 1121 complete skeleton exhibited in XV Hall (Fig. 1) . It corresponds to the complete skeleton number 6 of Moreno (1895: plates I, III, and plate II, figs. 4, 4a). Pacific Ocean. Juvenile, probably female; total body length 4.50 m; last cervical vertebrae still unfused (Moreno, 1895) .
Hyperoodon ampullatus (Foster, 1770) (Northern Bottlenose Whale) -MLP 1115, complete skeleton exhibited in XVI Hall (Fig. 1) -MLP 1203, complete skeleton and armed skin exhibited in showcase of XVII Hall (Fig. 1) . Río Santiago, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina.
-MLP 2195, skull and mandible. Atlantic Ocean, Monte Hermoso, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Male.
-MLP 2196, skull and mandible. Atlantic Ocean, Monte Hermoso, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Male.
-MLP 14.IV.48.9, skull and mandible (Fig. 18) Comments of IO, RB, ACR, JBD, and HL: The controversial validity of the specific name for the Southern sea lion is disputed between Otaria flavescens (type Phoca flavescens Shaw, 1800) and Otaria byronia (type Phoca byronia de Blainville, 1820), but under the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) the Otaria flavescens is prioritary because is the earliest available name applied to this taxon (Art.23).
The holotype general characteristics and type location (Strait of Magellan) correspond only to that of a Southern sea lion pup and no reports are available supporting that the combination of these characters are found in Arctocephalus australis pups (Cabrera, 1940; Rodríguez & Bastida, 1993; Vaz Ferreira, 1984) .
Recent argumentations (i.e. Brunner, 2004; Berta & Churchill, 2012 ; Society for Marine Mammalogy) that Phoca flavescens would be accepted only after ruling out several non South American otariid pups has no biogeographical justification and is against the stability principle of the ICZN. Otaria flavescens (Shaw, 1800) is fully compatible with a Southern sea lion pup, is the oldest available name, has no nomenclatural act rejecting it and meets the requirements to be considered the valid name under the ICZN (Art.23).
Arctocephalus australis (Zimmermann, 1783) (Fig. 23) 
Conclusion
This collection houses 189 specimens belonging to 37 species of marine and aquatic mammals distributed essentially in the Southern Hemisphere (Bastida et al. 2007; Bastida & Rodríguez, 2006a, b) . It includes at least one specimen of two families of suborder Mysticeti (Balaenopteridae and Balaenidae), all families of suborder Odontoceti, except for Platanistidae from Asia (order Cetacea), all families of the order Sirenia, only one marine, and five families of the order Carnivora. Thus, this collection includes samples of half of the genera of cetaceans (16 of 32 genera), half of the genera of pinnipeds (11 of 21 genera), two genera of marine 'Fissipedia', and 2 of 3 genera of sirenians.
